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committed it to the care of St Macarius, that it might be delivered down
to posterity as an object of veneration. It was accordingly kept with
singular care and respect in the magnificent church which she and her
son built in Jerusalem. See the lives of St Cyril of Jerusalem, St Porphyrius
of Gaza, &c. St Paulinus, in his epistle to Severus,1 relates that though
chips were almost daily cut off from it and given to devout persons, yet
the sacred wood suffered thereby no diminution. It is affirmed by St
Cyril of Jerusalem,2 twenty-five years after the discovery, that pieces of
the cross were spread all over the earth. He compares this wonder to
the miraculous feeding of five thousand men, as recorded in the gospel.
Read Gretzer, On the Cross. The stately church which Constantine the
Great built at Jerusalem, the rich ornaments of which are mentioned by
Eusebius,3 was called The Basilic of the Holy Cross, because it possessed
this precious treasure; the keeper of which was always a venerable priest.
It was shown publicly to the people at Easter, The same was also called
The Church of the Sepulchre, or of the Resurrection; though this was
properly only the title of the holy chapel in it which stood over the
sepulchre or cavern in which our Saviour was buried, which was in the
garden adjoining to Mount Calvary: so that this great church covered
the sepulchre, and was extended so far on Mount Calvary as also to
include the rock Golgotha, and the very place where the cross of Christ
stood at his crucifixion. This extensive building was inclosed within the
walls of Jerusalem when that city was rebuilt. Constantine also built
a church upon Mount Olivet over the spot from which our Saviour
ascended into heaven. This place was venerated by Christians from the
very time of his death, as much as the fear of their enemies would permit.
And this may account for the industry of the pagans in filling up the
sepulchre or cavern with stones, heaping rubbish over it to a considerable
height, and setting up the most infamous of their idols over it, that the
Christians might seem to worship a Venus when they came hither to pay
their homage to Jesus Christ. We find the Festival of the Invention, or
the Discovery of the Cross, solemnized in the Latin Church ever since
the fifth or sixth century. The finding of the cross by St Helena happened
in the year of our Lord 326, in the twenty-first year of Constantino's reign,
the thirteenth of the pontificate of Sylvester, and the first after the Council
of Nice. The feast of the Exaltation of the Cross was kept in May, from
the time that it was triumphantly placed by St Helena in the church at
Jerusalem, upon its discovery in 326, which continued to the year 335,
when the great church of the Resurrection was built at Jerusalem by the
orders of Constantine the Great, and dedicated on the I3th of September
that year, as St Sophronius (Or. de Exalt. S. Crucis in Bibl. Patr. Colon.
t- viu), Nicephorus, and the Typic of St Sabas mention. The cross was
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